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Now may the God who gives perseverance and encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one 

another according to Christ Jesus.   Romans 15:5 

 

Mission Statement:  The Womenõs Ministry of Living Way Church is dedicated to the building up of one another 

in unity in accordance to the Word of God.  Our goal is to seek out the knowledge of our Lord  in order to posi-

tively affect our families, support our pastors, and reach out to our community, all to the glory of God.  We are 

committed to obedience to our Lord in teaching His Word, unceasing prayer, submitting to those He puts in     

authority, and to loving our neighbors. 

Upcoming Events & Announcements 

                       
   
 

 

 

 

 

by Mary Susan Chase  

The Oasis 
Refreshing!  Encouraging!  Fun!  Inspiring! Uplifting!  Intentional!  

 
 

 

 On Saturday, September 20th, we enjoyed an inspiring event at LWC called óThe Oasisô.  This event was a per-

sonal ñmini-retreatò calling women to a more intimate relationship with the Lord.  Through times of short teaching ses-

sions via DVD, worship, prayer, reflection, and study of Godôs Word, we were encouraged to draw closer to the Lord. 

 After a warm welcome by Diane Hickox and a short, but sweet time of worship, we were guided through sev-

eral sessions of intentional focus on our personal relationship with the Lord.  The key scripture was from Mark 6:31, 

ñThen, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, He said to them, 

ñCome with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.ò  Just like the disciples, we can get overwhelmed 

with the ñbusyness of lifeò to the point we are pulling out our hair!  We also need time alone with our Savior to rest and 

recharge. 

 I had three favorite sessions.  The first one was a time of introspection where we were encouraged to examine 

our lives and ask God to remove any hindrances that prevent us from enjoying His presence and fellowship with others. 

I also enjoyed the ñHidden Treasureò exercise.  Like detectives, we investigated a Bible passage and shared with a part-

ner some of the questions or ideas we had.  BTW, what exactly were Sarahôs beauty secrets that made her so attractive?  

After all, she was a senior citizen!  Inquiring minds want to know!  Finally, ñLunch with Jesusò was awesome.  At first 

I thought it sounded a little weird.  But as I munched my delicious lunch that some of our lovely LWC ladies prepared 

and spent an hour alone with the Lord, an amazing thing happened.  He spoke to me.  Not audibly, of course, but 

through His Word as I reflected on a particular scripture that was provided in the material we received.  Several ladies 

had similar experiences and blessed us by sharing what they learned from this session. 

 I would recommend óThe Oasisô to anyone who desires times of refreshment in the Lord.  Perhaps you can hear 

the Lord whispering your name, ñCome away with Me to a quiet place and get some rest.ò 

                                                                                                                                                        (see pictures on page 5) 

http://www.churchart.com/search/ImageDetail.asp?image_id=7370


òGetting to know you, getting to know all about you.ó 
Getting to know two ladies at Living Way Church  

 

                     Gayle Drake      
 

     Gayle Drake has been attending LWC for a year and a half.  Her sister and brother-in-

law, Denise and Chuck Gilliland, brought her to us from Ramona.  Gayle moved back here 

from Apple Valley, Ca to help Denise with their mom due to her failing health. 

     While Gayle was living in Apple Valley, she worked in real estate and also spent some 

time as a rental agent in that area. 

     Gayle has two grown children who have blessed her with six grandchildren and one great

-grandchild.  Her daughter and three granddaughters live in Big Bear and her son, with two 

grandsons and another granddaughter, live in Bakersfield.  Gayle is a strong believer in 

spending time with her family so she is on the road a lot, driving up to visit everyone.  She 

also helps babysit Deniseôs grandchildren three days a week. 

     Gayle also loves to travel to Hawaii.  She has had the opportunity to visit there four times already.  It only took once, 

however, for her to decide that the wonderful warm weather there would make it a great place to live!  If you start miss-

ing her on Sunday mornings, you may find her on Maui. 

     At other times, you may find Gayle garage sale shopping or absorbed in a good old fashioned Sherlock Holmes book.  

If Sherlock isnôt available, she may be wrapped around a book by C.S. Lewis, another of her favorite writers. 

     Gayle was raised in a Christian home so she is no stranger to church.  She was a big part of the Poway Missions Team 

helping the children with their crafts.  She is also looking forward to helping with the local medical clinic LWC is plan-

ning to start in November. 

     Gayle loves LWC and says she is ñshyò.  Well, ladies, we know how to take care of that, donôt we?  Please greet 

Gayle when you see her and make her feel more than welcome. 

                  Valerie Balcombe  
 

    Valerie Balcombe FOUNDED LWC!  She has spent 32 years nurturing this church and all of us 

along with it.  She and Pastor Doug have been married 35 years and have 5 grown children and 7 

grandchildren. 

    Valerie was the eldest daughter of a military man, and therefore moved a great deal during life at 

home.  She was born in Georgia and lived in 8 different cities by the time she graduated from high 

school (includes San Diego twice).  No wonder she learned to be so friendly!  She went to Berean 

Bible College in San Diego along with her future husband, Pastor Doug.  They lived in Phoenix 

shortly after they were married where he was the associate pastor at Bible Fellowship.  The Lord 

had other plans for them, however, and before they knew it they were living in Rancho Penasquitos 

having Bible studies in their small apartment.  Get this ï Valerie remembers being able to see a herd of buffalo grazing in a field 

which is now our Carmel Mountain Ranch from that apartment window! 

    Early in their married lives, Valerie was a preschool teacher and a purchasing agent for educational materials.  Now she  teaches 

college at Berean Bible College.  She has also done several guest appearances as a speaker at Womenôs Retreats and other events.  

She is most definitely our favorite speaker/teacher! 

    By no exaggeration, Valerie is a voracious reader!  Some of her favorite authors include John Grisham, Dick Francis and 

Charles Martin.  If she doesnôt have a book in her hands, she may have a board game or a deck of cards.  Sheôll challenge just 

about anyone.  She loves to watch baseball and has her own Fantasy Football Team.  The sport she likes to participate in is golf!  

She and Pastor enjoy as many getaways as they can to explore different golf courses all over. 

    Valerieôs favorite activity, however, is traveling.  She has been in all 50 states (stopping at as many baseball parks as possible), 

and has been to Canada, Mexico, Europe, Asia, Haiti, and of course, Hawaii where she wishes she could have a second home.   

     Valerie loves the Word of God first and foremost and her life verses are a duo found in Lamentations 3:22-23 and Psalm 

103:10.  Look these up!  Be sure to give Valerie a hug when you see her and a big THANK YOU  for all she has done and contin-

ues to do for us specifically and Living Way.   



Whoõs Who in Womenõs Ministry 
 
Coordinator 

   Diane Hickox   (858) 484-8065 

Church Socials 

   Liz Charos    (760) 443-3444 

Baby and Bridal Showers 

   Amy Juarez    (858) 254-8120 

Meals           

   Amy Juarez                (858) 254-8120  

Newsletter 

   Bonnie Cosentino  (760) 744-2028 

Nursery 

   Kim Ginsberg  (858) 842-1898 

Womenõs Bible Studies 

   Diantha Simila  (858) 487-0680 

Do You Knit or Crochet? 

 

If so, please consider making hats or scarves for donation 

to the Ukraine missions trip in December. They will be 

visiting orphanages and plan to deliver the handmade 

items directly to children there. If you are interested in 

helping with this project, a pattern can be emailed to you. 

Bring any hats and scarves to the church and give to Syl-

via or Laurie. If you have 

questions or need patterns, 

please contact:  Sylvia Pierce 

at sylpie@cox.net or Laurie 

Franklin at                                        

glaurietogod@gmail.com.  

DATES TO REMEMBER:  

 
Friday, October 3rd  - 6 pm - LWC  

Our last fasting day and prayer meeting  

 

Anniversary Convention Meetings: 

Friday, October 10th       7 pm 

Saturday, October 11th   7 pm 

Sunday, October 12th      9 am service 

                                           10:30 brunch 
Please be prepared to sign up to bring food and help 

with set up and clean up. 

                   

           Progressive Dinner 
 

The Progressive Dinner scheduled for Sunday, 

December 14th will be here before we know it!  

We are NOW taking names of hostesses willing 

to open their homes and cook for their friends.  We must 

have 40 homes to make this successful and enjoyable for 

EVERYBODY.  If we do not meet our goal by November 

16th, tickets will have to be limited.  We would much 

rather have the option of selling tickets to everyone who 

would like to participate.  Please consider having either 

soup/salad or dinner in your home as part of this exciting 

event.  Contact Liz Charos in the church office ASAP if 

you are able to host.  We always contribute money to 

cover your costs.  Thank you! 

Womenôs Bible Study will meet each Wednesday in 

October at 9:45 a.m.  Call Diantha Simila for more in-

formation. (858) 487-0680  

October-November-December  

 Birthday Celebrations 
 

The October birthday brunch will be on Saturday, Octo-

ber 18th at 10 a.m.  This month it will take place at the 

home of Diane Roll.  She and Mary Susan Chase will be  

hostesses because October is Diane Hickoxôs birthday 

month and they are being a blessing to her.  

If you have an October birthday RSVP to 

Diane Roll at (858) 513 - 1736.  November 

and December birthdays will celebrate on 

November 8th. 

              The Oasis 
          by Bonnie Wade 

 

At first, I was reluctant to go to Oasis. I had been to 

many women's retreats, I was busy, and did I really 

need to use up half my Saturday listening to speakers? 

Then I found out that Oasis was to be something dif-

ferent. If I were to describe it, I would say "A mini-

retreat with Jesus" or "Marriage Encounter with God". 

 

I was able to share the time with my sister Nancy, 

which was very precious to me. But more precious 

was the immediate practical application of the Oasis 

concept. During my time of communication with the 

Lord, He caused me to reflect on some wonderful ten-

der moments in my childhood concerning my grand-

mother that He showed me were like His love to me. 

Oasis was a special moment in my life that can be 

continued every day. 

Ladiesô Disneyland Trip 

If you are interested in joining LWC ladies for a fun and 

festive day at Disneyland on December 9th, contact 

Roseanne Nash at (760) 745-5426. 

mailto:sylpie@cox.net
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