Looking For Justice In An Unjust World

Mark 6:14-32 (ESV)

King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become known. Some said, “John the
Baptist has been raised from the dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at
work in him.” But others said, “He is Elijah.” And others said, “He is a prophet, like
one of the prophets of old.” But when Herod heard of it, he said, “John, whom |
beheaded, has been raised.” For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and
bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because he
had married her. For John had been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to
have your brother’s wife.” And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to
put him to death. But she could not, for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a
righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly
perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. But an opportunity came when Herod on
his birthday gave a banquet for his nobles and military commanders and the
leading men of Galilee. For when Herodias’s daughter came in and danced, she
pleased Herod and his guests. And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever
you wish, and | will give it to you.” And he vowed to her, “Whatever you ask me, |
will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” And she went out and said to her mother,
“For what should | ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.” And she
came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, saying, “l want you to give
me at once the head of John the Baptist on a platter.” And the king was
exceedingly sorry, but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to
break his word to her. And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders
to bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison and brought his
head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. When
his disciples heard ofit, they came and took his body and laid it in a tomb. The
apostles returned to Jesus and told him all that they had done and taught. And he
said to them, “Come away by yourselves to a desolate place and rest a while.” For
many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went
away in the boat to a desolate place by themselves.

The primary responsibility of government is execute justice and righteousness

1 Kings 10:9 (ESV)



Blessed be the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and set you on the
throne of Israel! Because the LORD loved Israel forever, he has made you king,
that you may execute justice and righteousness.

3 Common Distractions That Lead To The Perversion Of Justice
Preoccupation with pleasure-seeking amusement

Titus 3:3 (ESV)

For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to various
passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, hated by others and
hating one another.

Proverbs 31:4-5 (ESV)

It is not for kings, O Lemuel, it is not for kings to drink wine, or for rulers to take
strong drink, lest they drink and forget what has been decreed and pervert the
rights of all the afflicted.

Selfish Sexual Ethics and Gross Familial Dishonor

Revelation 2:14 (ESV)

But | have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of
Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so
that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice sexual immorality.

1 Corinthians 5:1-6 (ESV)

It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind
that is not tolerated even among pagans, for a man has his father’s wife. And you
are arrogant! Ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this be
removed from among you. For though absent in body, | am present in spirit; and
as if present, | have already pronounced judgment on the one who did such a
thing. When you are assembled in the name of the Lord Jesus and my spirit is
present, with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are to deliver this man to Satan for
the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.
Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole
lump?



A Potent Mixture Of Pride And Fear

Proverbs 11:1-2 (ESV)
A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, but a just weight is his delight.
When pride comes, then comes disgrace, but with the humble is wisdom.

Proverbs 16:18 (ESV)
Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a fall.

Proverbs 8:13 (ESV)
The fear of the LORD is hatred of evil. Pride and arrogance and the way of evil and
perverted speech | hate.

Proverbs 29:25-26 (ESV)
The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is safe. Many seek
the face of a ruler, but it is from the LORD that a man gets justice.

How should Christians respond to injustice?
Center Our Hearts On The Resurrection
Hearts Set On The Resurrection Grieve With Hope

1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 (ESV)

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep,
that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that
Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have fallen asleep.

Hearts Set On The Resurrection Honor God’s Design For Family

Hebrews 13:4, 20-21 (ESV)

Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled,
for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous... Now may the God of
peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of the
sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything



good that you may do his will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Hearts Set On The Resurrection Humbly Rely On God For Deliverance

2 Corinthians 1:8-10 (ESV)

For we do not want you to be ignorant, brothers, of the affliction we experienced
in Asia. For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired
of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. But that
was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. He
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us. On him we have set
our hope that he will deliver us again.

Acts 4:8-13 (ESV)

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders, if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled
man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and
to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead — by him this man is standing before
you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has
become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” Now
when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were
uneducated, common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they
had been with Jesus.

Acts 4:19-21 (ESV)

But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to
listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what
we have seen and heard.” And when they had further threatened them, they let
them go, finding no way to punish them, because of the people, for all were
praising God for what had happened.



