
Approach Boldly 
 
Mark 7:24-30 (ESV) 
And from there he arose and went away to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And he 
entered a house and did not want anyone to know, yet he could not be hidden. 
But immediately a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit heard of 
him and came and fell down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, a 
Syrophoenician by birth. And she begged him to cast the demon out of her 
daughter. And he said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not right to take 
the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.” But she answered him, “Yes, Lord; 
yet even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” And he said to her, 
“For this statement you may go your way; the demon has left your daughter.” And 
she went home and found the child lying in bed and the demon gone. 
 
The Hero of the Scriptures is Jesus 
 
The characters of the Scriptures are flawed, and we ought to be cautious about 
how we understand the examples of their actions. However, when Jesus himself 
applauds particular actions, we should certainly take note 
 
Matthew 15:28 (ESV) 
Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as you 
desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 
4 Characteristics of Great Faith 
 
Desperate Love 
 
1 John 3:1a (ESV) 
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children 
of God; and so we are. 
 
Hebrews 11:23 (ESV) 
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, 
because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid of the 
king’s edict. 
 



Audacious Begging 
 
Luke 11:5 (ESV) 
And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight 
and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a 
journey, and I have nothing to set before him’; and he will answer from within, ‘Do 
not bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot 
get up and give you anything’? I tell you, though he will not get up and give him 
anything because he is his friend, yet because of his impudence he will rise and 
give him whatever he needs. And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, 
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 
 
Matthew 15:23 (ESV) 
But he did not answer her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, 
“Send her away, for she is crying out after us.” 
 
Beg until others start begging with you 
 
Romans 15:30 (ESV) 
I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to 
strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf. 
 
Understanding Of Order 
 
Matthew 15:24 (ESV) 
He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
 
Matthew 10:5-6 (ESV) 
These twelve Jesus sent out, instructing them, “Go nowhere among the Gentiles 
and enter no town of the Samaritans, but go rather to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel. 
 
Matthew 7:6 (ESV) 
Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not throw your pearls before pigs, lest they 
trample them underfoot and turn to attack you. 
 
She understood her own undeservedness 



 
Luke 7:1-10 (ESV) 
After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he entered 
Capernaum. Now a centurion had a servant who was sick and at the point of 
death, who was highly valued by him. When the centurion heard about Jesus, he 
sent to him elders of the Jews, asking him to come and heal his servant. And when 
they came to Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy to have 
you do this for him, for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built us our 
synagogue.” And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from the house, the 
centurion sent friends, saying to him, “Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not 
worthy to have you come under my roof. Therefore I did not presume to come to 
you. But say the word, and let my servant be healed. For I too am a man set under 
authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to one, ‘Go,’ And he goes; and to 
another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 
When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turning to the crowd that 
followed him, said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.” And 
when those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the servant 
well. 
 
Rightless Assertiveness 
 
“She’s not saying , ‘Lord, give me what I deserve on that basis of my goodness.’ 
She’s saying, ‘Give me what I don’t deserve on the basis of your goodness – and I 
need it now.’” – Tim Keller 
 
Confidence From Crumbs 
 
Luke 17:5-6 (ESV) 
The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” And the Lord said, “If you had 
faith like a grain of mustard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be 
uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it would obey you. 
 
Hebrews 10:19-22 (ESV) 
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the 
blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us through the 
curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house 
of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our 



hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 
water. 


