Seeing Jesus Dimly

Mark 8:22-9:1 (ESV)

And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to him a blind man and
begged him to touch him. And he took the blind man by the hand and led him out
of the village, and when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he
asked him, “Do you see anything?” And he looked up and said, “I see people, but
they look like trees, walking.” Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he
opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. And he
sent him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.” And Jesus went on
with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi. And on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that | am?” And they told him, “John the Baptist;
and others say, Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.” And he asked them, “But
who do you say that | am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Christ.” And he
strictly charged them to tell no one about him. And he began to teach them that
the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the
chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. And he
said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning
and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For
you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”
And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For
whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and
the gospel’s will save it. For what does it profit a man to gain the whole world and
forfeit his soul? For what can a man give in return for his soul? For whoever is
ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of him
will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father
with the holy angels.” And he said to them, “Truly, | say to you, there are some
standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it
has come with power.”

Walking with Jesus requires us to see things differently
Like the blind man, Jesus sharpens our vision of Him progressively

Who do people say that | am?



Seeing Jesus through someone else’s perspective will always give us a fuzzy
perspective

Who do you say that | am?
We tend to see Jesus as we want Him to be rather than as who He is

Peter confessed a Christ of his own desires, rather than the Christ hidden in the
prophets

We need to see Jesus through the eyes of the Scriptures

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 (ESV)

Now | would remind you, brothers, of the gospel | preached to you, which you
received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to
the word | preached to you — unless you believed in vain. For | delivered to you as
of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the Scriptures.

4 Things We See About The Christ Hidden In Isaiah 53
Christ Must Be Rejected

Isaiah 53:1-3 (ESV)

Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of the
LORD been revealed? For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root
out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no
beauty that we should desire him. He was despised and rejected by men, a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

Christ Must Suffer
Isaiah 53:4-7 (ESV)

Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him
stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions;



he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we
have turned — every one — to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the
iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his
mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its
shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth.

Christ Must Die

Isaiah 53:8-10 (ESV)

By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who
considered that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the
transgression of my people? And they made his grave with the wicked and with a
rich man in his death, although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit
in his mouth. Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief;
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall
prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.

It is hard for us to clearly see the cross

Christ Must Be Raised On The Third Day

Isaiah 53:11-12 (ESV)

Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall
the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he
shall bear their iniquities. Therefore | will divide him a portion with the many, and
he shall divide the spoil with the strong, because he poured out his soul to death
and was numbered with the transgressors; yet he bore the sin of many, and makes
intercession for the transgressors.

The Symbolic Significance Of The Third Day

Life From The Ground

Law From Glory

Love From The Grave



Genesis 22:4 (ESV)
On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar.

Hebrews 11:17-19 (ESV)

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received
the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said,
“Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He considered that God was able
to even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did
receive him back.

The clearer our vision of Christ, the more confident we will be to take up our cross

Hosea 6:1-2 (ESV)

Come, let us return to the LORD; for he has torn us, that he may heal us; he has
struck us down, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us; on the
third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.



