
Seeing Jesus Brightly 
 
Mark 9:1-13 (ESV) 
And he said to them, “Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will 
not taste death until they see the kingdom of God after it has come with power.” 
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up 
a high mountain by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his 
clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. 
And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. 
And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let us make three 
tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” For he did not know 
what to say, for they were terrified. And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice 
came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, 
looking around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. And as they 
were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had 
seen, until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. So they kept the matter to 
themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead might mean. And they 
asked him, “Why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?” And he said to 
them, “Elijah does come first to restore all things. And how is it written of the Son 
of Man that he should suffer many things and be treated with contempt? But I tell 
you that Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is 
written of him.” 
 
A Vision Of The Christ That Goes From Blurry To Brilliant 
 
A Blurry Vision Of Christ Is One That Fails To See The Cross 
 
A Brilliant Vision Of Christ Sees The Cross, The Resurrection, and the Ascension 
 
What does Jesus look like? 
 
Our attraction to Jesus is not based on His physical attributes or appearance, but 
on His nature, character, and actions 
 
Moses: Jesus looks like the law 
 
Psalm 19:7-10 (ESV) 



The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is 
sure, making wise the simple; the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the 
heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of 
the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous 
altogether. More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter 
also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 
James 1:23-25 (ESV) 
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 
intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and 
at once forgets what he was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the 
law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, 
he will be blessed in his doing. 
 
Elijah: Jesus looks like the prophets 
 
2 Peter 1:16-21 (ESV) 
For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the 
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice 
was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am 
well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were 
with him on the holy mountain. And we have something more sure, the prophetic 
word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this 
first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own 
interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men 
spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Tents: Jesus Looks Like The Tabernacle 
 
Hebrews 8:1-6 (ESV) 
Now the point in what we are saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven, a minister in the 
holy places, in the true tent that the Lord set up, not man. For every high priest is 
appointed to offer gifts and sacrifices; thus it is necessary for this priest also to 
have something to offer. Now if he were on earth, he would not be a priest at all, 



since there are priests who offer gifts according to the law. They serve a copy and 
shadow of the heavenly things. For when Moses was about to erect the tent, he 
was instructed by God, saying, “See that you make everything according to the 
pattern that was shown you on the mountain.” But as it is, Christ has obtained a 
ministry that is as much more excellent than the old as the covenant he mediates 
is better, since it is enacted on better promises. 
 
What the disciples saw on the mountain, and we need to see today is that… 
 
Jesus wants to be with us 
 
Jesus wants to speak to us 
 
Jesus wants us to be like Him 
 
1 John 3:1-3 (ESV) 
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children 
of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did 
not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not 
yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because 
we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as 
he is pure. 


