
The Anatomy Of A Miracle 
 
Mark 9:14-29 (NIV) 
When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and 
the teachers of the law arguing with them. As soon as all the people saw Jesus, 
they were overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him. “What are you 
arguing with them about?” he asked. A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I 
brought my son, who is possessed by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. 
Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the ground. He foams at the mouth, 
gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to drive out the spirit, 
but they could not.” “You unbelieving generation,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I 
stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” So they 
brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a 
convulsion. He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. Jesus 
asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” “From childhood,” he 
answered. “It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him. But if you can do 
anything, take pity on us and help us.” “‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is 
possible for one who believes.” Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do 
believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” When Jesus saw that a crowd was 
running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. “You deaf and mute spirit,” he 
said, “I command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” The spirit 
shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a 
corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him 
to his feet, and he stood up. After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him 
privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” He replied, “This kind can come out only 
by prayer.” 
 
The Wonder 
 
Mark 9:15 (NIV) 
As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were overwhelmed with wonder… 
 
Oxford dictionary definition: 
a feeling of surprise mingled with admiration, caused by something beautiful, 
unexpected, unfamiliar, or inexplicable 
 



Wonder is the natural response to recounting the times God miraculously moved 
in the past 
 
Exodus 15:11 (NIV) 
Who among the gods is like you, LORD? Who is like you – majestic in holiness, 
awesome in glory, working wonders? 
 
Deuteronomy 10:21 (NIV) 
He is the one you praise; he is your God, who performed for you those great and 
awesome wonders you saw with your own eyes. 
 
Psalm 77:7-14 (ESV) 
“Will the Lord spurn forever, and never again be favorable? Has his steadfast love 
forever ceased? Are his promises at an end for all time? Has God forgotten to be 
gracious? Has he in anger shut up his compassion?” Then I said, “I will appeal to 
this, to the years of the right hand of the Most High.” I will remember the deeds of 
the LORD; yes, I will remember your wonders of old. I will ponder all your work, 
and meditate on your mighty deeds. Your way, O God, is holy. What god is great 
like our God? You are the God who works wonders; you have made known your 
might among the peoples. 
 
“For every look at yourself, take ten looks at Christ.” – Robert Murray M’Cheyne 
 
The Waiting 
 
Mark 9:21 (NIV) 
Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How long has he been like this?” “From childhood,” 
he answered. 
 
Abraham waited for his son to be born 
 
Joseph waited to be released from prison in Egypt 
 
Job waited to be delivered from his suffering and affliction 
 
Psalm 27:14 (ESV) 
Wait for the LORD; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the LORD! 



 
Isaiah 30:18 (ESV) 
Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you, and therefore he exalts himself to 
show mercy to you. For the LORD is a God of justice; blessed are all those who 
wait for him. 
 
Lamentations 3:25-26 (ESV) 
The LORD is good to those who wait for him, to the soul who seeks him. It is good 
that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the LORD. 
 
The Weakness 
 
Mark 9:22 (NIV) 
…But if you can do anything… 
 
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (ESV) 
But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that 
the power of Christ may rest upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamites. For when I am 
weak, then I am strong. 
 
Romans 5:6-8 (ESV) 
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one 
will scarcely die for a righteous person – though perhaps for a good person one 
would dare even to die – but God shows his love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
“It is not our littleness that hinders Christ; but our bigness. It is not our weakness 
that hinders Christ; it is our strength. It is not our darkness that hinders Christ; it is 
our supposed light that holds back his hand. It is easier to save us from our sins 
than from our righteousness. Our self-righteousness is that hideous boa-
constrictor which seems to coil itself round and round our spirit, and to crush out 
of us all the life that would receive the gospel of the grace of God. – Charles 
Spurgeon 
 
The Wanting 



 
Mark 9:24 (NIV) 
Immediately the boy’s father exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my 
unbelief!” 
 
The Story Of Doubting Thomas – John 20 
 
John 20:25b (NIV) 
…But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger 
where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” 
 
John 20:27 (NIV) 
Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.” 
 
John 20:28-29 (NIV) 
Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you 
have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet 
have believed.” 
 
John 20:31 (NIV) 
But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of 
God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 
 
Romans 15:13 (ESV) 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the 
power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 


