The Confidence To Ask

Mark 9:30-37 (ESV)

They went on from there and passed through Galilee. And he did not want anyone
to know, for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is
going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is
killed, after three days he will rise.” But they did not understand the saying, and
were afraid to ask him. And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the
house he asked them, “What were you discussing on the way?” But they kept
silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the
greatest. And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone
would be first, he must be last of all and servant of all.” And he took a child and
put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them,
“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives
me, receives not me but him who sent me.”

What is “childlike” faith?

Mark 10:13-16 (ESV)

And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the
disciples rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them,
“Let the children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the
kingdom of God. Truly, | say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God
like a child shall not enter it.” And he took them in his arms and blessed them,
laying his hands on them.

Christian faith is not a stagnant faith, but a sprouting faith

1 Corinthians 13:11 (ESV)
When | was a child, | spoke like a child, | thought like a child, | reasoned like a
child. When | became a man, | gave up childish ways.

Christian faith is not a simplistic faith, but a simple faith
1 Corinthians 14:20 (ESV)

Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your
thinking be mature.



Christian faith is not a soft faith, but a strong faith

1 Corinthians 16:13 (ESV)
Be watchful, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.

Christian faith is a faith with the confidence to ask

1 John 5:14-15 (ESV)

And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything
according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we
ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.

James 4:1-3 (ESV)

What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your
passions are at war within you? You desire and do not have, so you murder. You
covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you
do not ask. You ask and you do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it
on your passions.

When we do not ask, we avoid, accuse, and argue
Why God Wants Us To Ask
Asking Requires Approaching

Hebrews 4:16 (ESV)
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

James 4:8 (ESV)
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners,
and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

Hebrews 11:6 (ESV)
And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to
God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.



Asking Produces Affection

Psalm 131:1-2 (ESV)

O LORD, my heart is not lifted up; my eyes are not raised too high; | do not occupy
myself with things too great and too marvelous for me. But | have calmed and
quieted my soul, like a weaned child with its mother, like a weaned child is my soul
within me.

Luke 11:1-4 (ESV)

Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” And he
said to them, “When you pray, say: “Father, hallowed by your name. Your kingdom
come. Give us each day our daily bread and forgive us our sins, for we ourselves
forgive everyone who is indebted to us. And lead us not into temptation.”

Asking Results In Accepting

Luke 11:9-13 (ESV)

And | tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it
will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks
finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. What father among you, if his
son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg,
will give him a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him!”

James 1:5-8 (ESV)

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without
reproach, and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for
the one who doubits is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.
For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he
is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.



