The Creation And Commandments Of The Covenant Family

Mark 10:1-16 (ESV)

And he left there and went to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan, and
crowds gathered to him again. And again, as was his custom, he taught them. And
Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce
his wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said,
“Moses allowed a man to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.” And
Jesus said to them, “Because of your hardness of heart he wrote you this
commandment. But from the beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and
female.” ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” So they are no longer two but one
flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” And in the
house the disciples asked him again about this matter. And he said to them,
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her,
and if she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” And
they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples
rebuked them. But when Jesus saw it, he was indignant and said to them, “Let the
children come to me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of
God. Truly, | say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child
shall not enter it.” And he took them in his arms and blessed them, laying his
hands on them.

God loves family

Commandments

Creation

Covenant

A Commandment-Directed Family
Colossians 3:18-21(ESV)

Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your
wives, and do not be harsh with them. Children, obey your parents in everything,



for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become
discouraged.

Contrast: Obedience/Rebellion
Culture: Rigidity

Conclusion: Insecurity

A Creation-Designed Family

Ephesians 5:25-31 (ESV)

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,
that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the
word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. In the
same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his
wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, because we are members of his body.
“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh.”

Contrast: Order/Confusion
Culture: Cherishing
Conclusion: Beauty
A Covenant-Defined Family

Malachi 2:14-16 (ESV)

But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the LORD was witness between you and
the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your
companion and your wife by covenant. Did he not make them one, with a portion
of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring.
So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of
your youth. “For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says to the



LORD, the God of Israel, covers his garment with violence, says the LORD of hosts.
So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.”

Contrast: Love/Violence
violence, wrong, cruelty, injustice = Hamas

Genesis 6:11 (ESV)
Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with violence.

Genesis 15:1-6 (ESV)

After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not,
Abram, | am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O
Lord, GOD, what will you give me, for | continue childless, and the heir of my
house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no
offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” And behold, the word
of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son
shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven,
and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So
shall your offspring be.” And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as
righteousness.

Genesis 16:5 (ESV)

And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! | gave my
servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked
on me with contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!”

Culture: Faithfulness

Hosea 2:18-20 (ESV)

And | will make for them a covenant on that day with the beasts of the field, the
birds of the heavens, and the creeping things of the ground. And | will abolish the
bow, the sword, and war from the land, and | will make you lie down in safety. And
| will betroth you to me forever. | will betroth you to me in righteousness and in
justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. | will betroth you to me in faithfulness. And
you shall know the LORD.



Conclusion: Godly Offspring

Galatians 3:14, 16 (ESV)

...s0 that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so
that we might receive the promised Spirit through faith. ...Now the promises were
made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, “And to offsprings,”
referring to many, but referring to one, “And to your offspring,” who is Christ.

Galatians 3:22-29 (ESV)

But the Scripture imprisoned everything under sin, so that the promise by faith in
Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. Now before faith came, we were
held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed.
So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be
justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian,
for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as
were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither slave nor free, there is no male or female, for you are all one in Christ
Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to
promise.



