The Lovable Landlord

Mark 11:27-12:12 (ESV)

And they came again to Jerusalem. And as he was walking in the temple, the chief
priests and the scribes and the elders came to him, and they said to him, “By what
authority are you doing these things, or who gave you this authority to do them?”
Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one question; answer me, and | will tell you by
what authority | do these things. Was the baptism of John from heaven or from
man? Answer me.” And they discussed it with one another, saying, “If we say,
‘From heaven,” he will say, “‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But shall we say,
‘From man’?” — they were afraid of the people, for they all held that John really
was a prophet. So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And Jesus said to
them, “Neither will | tell you by what authority | do these things.” And he began to
speak to them in parables. “A man planted a vineyard and put a fence around it
and dug a pit for the winepress and built a tower, and leased it to tenants and
went into another country. When the season came, he sent a servant to the
tenants to get from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. And they took him and
beat him and sent him away empty-handed. Again he sent to them another
servant, and they struck him on the head and treated him shamefully. And he sent
another, and him they killed. And so with many others: some they beat, and some
they killed. He had still one other, a beloved son. Finally he sent him to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.” But those tenants said to one another. ‘This is
the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.” And they took him
and killed him and threw him out of the vineyard. What will the owner of the
vineyard do? He will come and destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to
others. Have you not read this Scripture: “The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone; this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our
eyes’?” And they were seeking to arrest him and feared the people, for they
perceived that he had told the parable against them. So they left him and went
away.

How do you feel about your landlord?
The least likely emotion that you might feel towards a landlord is love

Love for the landlord is a stumbling block



1 Peter 2:4-10 (ESV)

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen
and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual
house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Jesus Christ. For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, | am laying in Zion a
stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not
be put to shame.” So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not
believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and
“A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because theydisobey
the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim
the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy.

1 Corinthians 12:2-3 (ESV)

You know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however
you were led. Therefore | want you to understand that no one speaking in the
Spirit of God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord”
except in the Holy Spirit.

We Need The Holy Spirit To Help Us Believe 4 Truths About The Landlord
1. Everything belongs to Him, and everything is for Him

Romans 11:34-36 (ESV)

For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor? Or who
has given a gift to him that he might be repaid? For from him and through him
and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

2. He wants us to have fruitful lives

Jeremiah 29:11-13 (ESV)

For | know the plans | have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not
for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon me and come and
pray to me, and | will hear you. You will seek me and find me, when you seek me
with all your heart.



God has provided us with a well-supplied world, because He wants us to flourish
in His glorious mission

3. He is merciful, He is patient, He is just

2 Peter 3:9 (ESV)

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach
repentance.

Revelation 6:9-11 (ESV)

When he opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those who had
been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne. They cried out
with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will
judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?” Then they were
each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their
fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as
they themselves had been.

4. He has subjected Himself to our worst, in order that we might have His best

Philippians 2:5-11 (ESV)

Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, but
made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of
men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted him
and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of
Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



