Money, Marriage, And What Matters Most

Mark 12:13-34 (ESV)

And they sent to him some of the Pharisees and some of the Herodians, to trap
him in his talk. And they came and said to him, “Teacher, we know that you are
true and do not care about anyone’s opinion. For you are not swayed by
appearances, but truly teach the way of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or
not? Should we pay them, or should we not?” But, knowing their hypocrisy, he
said to them, “Why put me to the test? Bring me a denarius and let me look at it.”
And they brought one. And he said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is
this?” They said to him, “Caesar’s.” Jesus said to them, “Render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” And they marveled
at him. And Sadducees, came to him, who say that there is no resurrection. And
they asked him a question, saying, “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s
brother dies and leaves a wife, but leaves no child, the man must take the widow
and raise up offspring for his brother. There were seven brothers; the first took a
wife, and when he died left no offspring. And the second took her, and died,
leaving no offspring. And the third likewise. And the seven left no offspring. Last of
all the woman also died. In the resurrection, when they rise again, whose wife will
she be? For the seven had her as wife.” Jesus said to them, “Is this not the reason
you are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God?
For when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage,
but are like angels in heaven. And as for the dead being raised, have you not read
in the book of Moses, in the passage about the bush, how God spoke to him,
saying, ‘l am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’?
He is not God of the dead, but of the living. You are quite wrong.” And one of the
scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he
answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of
all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God,
the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” The second is this:
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other commandment greater
than these.” And the scribe said to him, “You are right, Teacher. You have truly said
that he is one, and there is no other besides him. And to love him with all the
heart and with all the understanding and with all the strength, and to love one’s
neighbor as oneself, is much more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
And when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far



from the kingdom of God.” And after that no one dared to ask him any more
guestions.

Loving God Makes Every Other Love Make Sense

“If you love anything in this world more than God, you will crush that object under
the weight of your expectations.” — Tim Keller

Your love is so great that only Jesus is strong enough to bear the weight of it

We must learn to love God with the things that we are tempted to love more than
Him

Loving God With Our Money
1 Timothy 6:10 (ESV)

For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many

pangs.
Why do we love money?
“Money is freedom” — Horace Walpole

“Wealth is a tool of freedom, but the pursuit of wealth is the way to slavery.” —
Frank Walpole

“It is difficult to free fools from the chains they revere” - Voltaire
How can we learn to love God with our money?

Embrace Contentment

Hebrews 13:5 (ESV)

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he
has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”



Exercise Honor

Romans 13:6-10 (ESV)

For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God,
attending to this very thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes
are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed,
honor to whom honor is owed. Owe no one anything, except to love each other,
for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, “You
shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not
covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is
the fulfilling of the law.

Enjoy Generosity

2 Corinthians 9:7-11 (ESV)

Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace
abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may
abound in every good work. As it is written, “He has distributed freely, he has
given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.” He who supplies seed to the
sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and
increase the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way to
be generous in every way, which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.

Loving God With Our Marriage
What is the purpose of marriage?

We can learn to love God with our marriage by making the glory of Jesus Christ
our guiding purpose

Ephesians 5:22, 25 (ESV)
Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.... Husbands, love your wives,

as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.

What does Jesus mean when He says we will be “Like the angels in heaven”?



Hebrews 1:14 (ESV)
Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are
to inherit salvation?

Psalm 103:20-22 (ESV)

Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his word, obeying the
voice of his word! Bless the LORD, all his hosts, his ministers, who do his will! Bless
the LORD, all his works, in all places of his dominion. Bless the LORD, O my soul!

The Primary Purpose Of Your Marriage Is To Refine Your Eternal Identity As A
Servant Of The Most High

Daniel 3:25-28 (ESV)

He answered and said, “But | see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the
fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the
gods.” Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the door of the burning fiery furnace;
he declared, “Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God,
come out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out
from the fire. And the satraps, the prefects, the governors, and the king’s
counselors gathered together and saw that the fire had not had any power over
the bodies of those men. The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were
not harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. Nebuchadnezzar
answered and said; “Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego,
who has sent his angel and delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set
aside the king’s command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and
worship any god except their own God.



