
Winning With Widows 
Mark 12:35-44 (ESV) 
And as Jesus taught in the temple, he said, “How can the scribes say that the 
Christ is the son of David? David himself, in the Holy Spirit, declared, “The Lord 
said to my Lord, ‘Sit at my right hand, until I put your enemies under your feet.’” 
David himself calls him Lord. So how is he his son?” And the great throng heard 
him gladly. And in his teaching he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk 
around in long robes and like greetings in the marketplaces and have the best 
seats in the synagogues and the places of honor at feasts, who devour widows’ 
houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will receive the greater 
condemnation.” And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people 
putting money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. And a 
poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. And he 
called his disciples to him and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow 
has put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box. For they 
all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in 
everything she had, all she had to live on.” 
 
In talking about his Lordship, Jesus condemns those who take from widows, while 
commending a widow who gives all that she had 
 
Jesus Reigns Over All 
 
Psalm 110:1-2 (ESV) 
The LORD says to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand, until I make your enemies your 
footstool.” The LORD sends forth from Zion your mighty scepter. Rule in the midst 
of your enemies! 
 
Jesus reigns in the midst of His enemies 
 
The main enemy of Jesus is death 
 
1 Corinthians 15:24-26 (ESV) 
Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after 
destroying every rule and every authority and power. For he must reign until he 
has put all his enemies under his feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
 



Jesus reigns over the enemy of death 
 
Revelation 1:17-18 (ESV) 
When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, 
saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold 
I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades. 
 
We reign with Jesus as a kingdom of priests 
 
Revelation 5:9-10 (ESV) 
And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open 
its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from 
every tribe and language and people and nation, and you have made them a 
kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 
 
We rule and reign with Jesus in how we care for those wounded by death 
 
Jeremiah 22:3-4 (ESV) 
Thus says the LORD: Do justice and righteousness, and deliver from the hand of 
the oppressor him who has been robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the 
resident alien, the fatherless, and the widow, nor shed innocent blood in this 
place. For if you will indeed obey this word, then there shall enter the gates of this 
house kings who sit on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on horses, they 
and their servants and their people. 
 
James 1:27 (ESV) 
Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. 
 
Psalm 68:5 (ESV) 
Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is God in his holy habitation. 
 
Isaiah 1:16-18 (ESV) 
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from 
before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow’s cause. “Come now, 
let us reason together, says the LORD: though your sins are like scarlet, they shall 



be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall become like 
wool. 
 
5 Clear Teachings For How We Ought To Care For Widows 
 
Honor 
 
1 Timothy 5:3 (ESV) 
Honor widows who are truly widows. 
 
Exodus 20:12 (ESV) 
Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that 
the LORD your God is giving you. 
 
Please God By Providing For Your Family 
 
1 Timothy 5:4 (ESV) 
But if a widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show godliness 
to their own household and to make some return to their parents, for this is 
pleasing in the sight of God. 
 
Praise Good Works 
 
1 Timothy 5:10 (ESV) 
…and having a reputation for good works: if she has brought up children, has 
shown hospitality, has washed the feet of the saints, has cared for the afflicted, 
and has devoted herself to every good work. 
 
Condemn Idle Ways 
 
1 Timothy 5:12-13 (ESV) 
…and so incur condemnation for having abandoned their former faith. Besides 
that, they learn to be idlers, going about from house to house, and not only idlers, 
but also gossips and busybodies, saying what they should not. 
 
Commend The Goodness Of Families 
 



1 Timothy 5:14, 16 (ESV) 
So I would have younger widows marry, bear children, manage their households, 
and give the adversary no occasion for slander. …If any believing woman has 
relatives who are widows, let her care for them. Let the church not be burdened, 
so that it may care for those who are truly widows. 
 
Revelation 21:1-5 (ESV) 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, 
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling 
place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and 
God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” And he who 
was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new.” Also he said, 
“Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 


