LIVING IN HOPE

Hosea 2:14-15 (ESV)
Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and speak tenderly to her. And there I will give her her vineyards and make the Valley of Achor a door of hope. And there she shall answer as in the days of her youth, as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt.

1 Corinthians 13:13 (NIV)
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest is love.

Hope means to anticipate with pleasure

Hope means to have an expectation

Hope means to have confidence in waiting

Job 17:15b (NIV)
…who can see any hope for me?

What does hope mean to us?

What is our basis for hope?

What I can do to develop hope

What are some results of hoping?

Hope is an anchor

Hebrews 6:18-19 (NIV)
God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope set before us may be greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain.

Our basis for hope is the resurrection of Jesus Christ

1 Peter 1:3 (NIV)
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.

1 Timothy 1:1 (NIV)
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the command of God our Savior and of Christ Jesus our hope.

How can I develop hope?

By resting in God’s Word

Psalm 119: 48, 81, 114 (NIV)
I reach out for your commands, which I love, that I may meditate on your decrees. 
…My soul faints with longing for your salvation, but I have put my hope in your word. 
…You are my refuge and my shield; I have put my hope in your word.

By looking for fresh starts

Job 14:7 (NIV)
At least there is hope for a tree: If it is cut down, it will sprout again, and its new shoots will not fail.

By never giving up

Romans 4:18 (NIV)
Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

The result of hope is joy and gladness

Proverbs 10:28 (NIV)
The prospect of the righteous is joy, but the hopes of the wicked come to nothing.

Romans 12:12 (NIV)
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.

Psalm 31:24 (NIV)
Be strong and take heart, all you who hope in the LORD.
